Lung Cancer as it Impacts African-Americans
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LUNG CANCER is the leading cancer killer among all ethnic groups.

LUNG CANCER kills more people than the other major cancers combined.

LUNG CANCER kills three times as many men as prostate cancer.

LUNG CANCER kills twice as many women as breast cancer.
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African-American Men Have
Disproportionately Higher
Rates Of Lung Cancer
Incidence and Mortality

* rate per 100.000 people in each category,
age-adjusted to 2000 US standard population
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African-American men get diagnosed at a 40
37% higher rate and die at a 43% higher 20
rate than white men. 0
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Smoking Does Not Explain
the Disparity in Incidence

e The percentage of African-Americans and
whites who smoke is the same.

¢ African-Americans smoke fewer cigarettes
per day (12) than whites (18).

Barriers to Care Add to
Higher Mortality Rate

e Lack of access to care.

¢ Less access to technological advances such
as CT scanning.

¢ More African-Americans below Medicare age
are uninsured (21%) than whites (13%).

¢ African-Americans with lung cancer are less
likely to see oncologists.

¢ Even with adequate care, African-American
patients are less likely to get surgery,
chemotherapy or radiation therapy than
white patients.

Biggest Barrier: The
Underfunding of Research
When So Many Questions
Need to Be Answered

Are African-Americans more sensitive to
cigarette damage?

Why does a type of family history of lung cancer
seem to put African Americans at higher risk
whether they smoked or not?

How is risk related to military service and
exposure to ashestos, Agent Orange and other
carcinogens?

What other environmental triggers in inner-cities
or on the job may be involved

What about socio-economic factors, diet and
medical histories?

NO MORE EXCUSES. NO MORE LUNG CANCER.
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A Proposal for
Immediate Intervention:
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